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through the household routines in play, and to be docile, polite, and tidy.
Little boys are expected to be more vigorous and are often allowed to
continue forms of muscukr activity which would be denied their sisters,
So, too, freedom to choose and to try .various play activities is permitted
the boy. Certainly there is no good evidence that innately the male sex
is more inventive than the female, any more than there is that the former
is given to better muscular co-ordinations. Any sex differences in the
play life of either children or adults is fairly certain to be the result rather
of culture and society than of innate abilities or interests. (On the relation
of play to age, sex, and culture in American society, see Lehman and
Witty, 1927.)
Play is a most valuable feature of social participation. Some children
indulge much more readily than others in their opportunities for this
participation. A survey made of certain public-school play groups in a city
of 60,000 in 1927-1928 showed that 5-10 per cent of the children stood
about and did not play or played only when constantly urged by the
teachers.1 These marginal children were inclined to be negativistic and
evasive in their social activities. They were missing their opportunity to
learn the manner of social participation which would enable them to get
through life. Many evidently found their play life in daydreaming. It
would be interesting to know what percentage of these children tended to
be introverted and how many of them already displayed early trends
toward misconduct. Those who engage in overt play acquire much greater
facility in meeting social situations, in accommodating themselves to other
children, than do those who do not or will not play. The carry-over to adult
life is self-evident in our culture.
The congeniality group. Another important type of social participation
is found in the congeniality group. Such groups are to be distinguished
from the more or less spontaneous play groups on the one hand and from
formalized clubs and organizations for recreation or serious purpose on
the other. The essential characteristics of the congeniality group may be
stated as follows: It has a limited membership based upon common inter-
ests and kindred tastes and is dependent upon face-to-face contact for its
rise and survival. There may be some intermember rivalry, but it tends
to be submerged in the friendly interactions of members. These are no
formal organization, no rituals, no codes, and only occasionally a name.
When a name does arise, it is often a nickname, sometimes spontaneously
derived. Such groups are usually formed for purposes of recreation and
pleasure, but sometimes they combine leisure-time interests with serious
discussions. They are more consciously formed than the play group, and
there is usually a strong in-group loyalty. An examination of a large num-
ber of congeniality groups made by the writer demonstrates that one of
1 Data by courtesy of Miss Pauline Camp.